and continued to play a vital role to the functioning of the congregation. The congregation also elected him to the position of ruling elder, but he declined.
George Lyon married a Virginia woman, Anne G. Savage, in June 1815. The couple had five daughters and four sons: Virginia, William, John, Ellen, Mary Elizabeth, Anna Margaret, Alexander Parker, Thomas Lyttleton, and Alice. All of the sons attended Dickinson College and, with the exception of Alexander Parker, earned their degrees. On January 6, 1855, at the age of seventy-one, George Lyon died from tuberculosis. He was buried in Carlisle's Old Graveyard.
COLLECTION DESCRIPTION
The George Armstrong Lyon collection is housed in two document boxes. The collection is divided into three main categories: Church Business, Dickinson College Business, and Personal Business. The majority of the collection looks at the professional and religious life of George Lyon, with particular emphasis on the split between the First and Second Presbyterian Churches of Carlisle in the 1830s. A number of these materials are copies of original documents written in Lyon's hand. The collection was donated in 1947 by Mary Himes Vale and Sarah Vale Rush, descendants of Charles Francis Himes. It appears that this collection was created when items dealing with George Lyon were separated from a larger collection donated by the ladies. For related research materials, explore the following collections also available in the Dickinson College Archives and Special Collections:
The Records of the First Presbyterian Church of Carlisle, Pennsylvania The Records of the Second Presbyterian Church of Carlisle, Pennsylvania The Charles Francis Himes Collection (MC 2000.1) The Andrew Blair Collection (MC 1999.11) The majority of the Lyon collection is found in the Church Business series and has been subdivided into five different categories including: general correspondence, financial records, governance, notes, and miscellaneous. All materials within these subdivisions have been arranged chronologically. Most of this series deals with the conflict within the First Presbyterian Church and the creation and structure of the Second Presbyterian Church. Notable correspondents include: Rev. George Duffield, minister of First Presbyterian; Alexander McFarlane, a Dickinson professor; Ashbel Green, a prominent Presbyterian minister; and George A. Lyon. Financial records deal with both the First and Second Presbyterian churches and include items regarding pew rents, bills, and the churches' stocks and loans from the Bank of Carlisle. The governance subdivision includes items such as petitions, meeting minutes and proceedings, committee reports, and resolutions that document the official split between the two churches. It also contains the by-laws for Second Presbyterian and the constitutions for missionary societies. The notes portion of this series includes thoughts on religious topics as perceived by Lyon and notes on Duffield's preaching. The miscellaneous subdivision is comprised of a history of Second Presbyterian and a prospectus of Duffield's book, Duffield on Regeneration.
The Dickinson College series consists of materials documenting business handled by Lyon when he was a trustee of the college. These materials are arranged chronologically. The majority of the series deals with Duffield's role in a conflict between College President Samuel Blanchard How, Rev. George Duffield, and Professor Alexander McFarlane.
The Personal Business contains letters from Ebeneezer and Harmar Denny regarding rent and annuity for an aunt. These items are arranged chronologically. 
